
Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

         January 2015 
    

In early January, the Carrington crews did standard snow removal on three occasions when the total 

snowfall was near the minimum plow and shovel margin.  Why?  Because very cold conditions at 

that time meant a risk of a prolonged period of icy streets and sidewalks if nothing were done.  With 

warmer temperatures as we get closer to spring, there are strong probabilities an inch snowfall will 

melt quickly.  Thanks for your cooperation in these winter months in adhering to Woodcreek 

regulations, which state in part: “parking in the streets of Woodcreek Village is not permitted 

overnight” and “owners are not permitted to park their own, their guests’ or tenants’ motor vehicles 

…  on any space other than their own garage and the limited common element driveway parking 

space in front of their garage.”   In cold winter weather, areas that cannot be cleaned because of 
parked vehicles may mean that we have areas that can be dangerous for residents who walk our 

streets with their dogs or as part of their exercise or recreational activities or for our guests.    

 

Grounds Committee landscaping work normally begins in February with dormancy pruning of 

flowering trees like crabapples and our large shade trees.  This year most of our crabapples will 

continue to be sheared.  However, we are beginning a multi-year “rejuvenation” pruning of a select 

number of crabapples; the practice will continue for several years until we have completed 

“rejuvenation” of all our crabapples.   

 

This type of pruning is done by hand and involves an aggressive pruning to take out cross branches 

and sprouts in the center part of the tree.  Why is this necessary?  There are three important benefits 

for the tree:   

� It opens up the tree and provides greater air circulation that reduces the risk of disease (like 
fire blight, common in crabapples). 

� It strengthens the basic structure of the tree and promotes it longevity.  

� It enhances the aesthetics of the tree and may encourage better flowering. 

 

Near the end of March and early April, we will do some clearance pruning of a few select large shade 

trees in defined locations and selectively remove more of our diseased trees – this year paper birch 

infested with borers, one ash tree not treated last year given its deteriorating condition and a few 

more of our Austrian pines suffering from needle cast and other diseases.  In some situations, we plan 

replacement. In general, we are planning for removal and replacement of the diseased Austrian pine 

over several years along with some re-design of the landscaping in the areas where they are 

concentrated.   

 

To protect our shrub investment, we also plan a multi-year rejuvenation approach to pruning our 

small deciduous shrubs -- a select number done by hand each of several years with the expected 

benefits detailed above for our crabapples. The pruning will occur after their spring bloom. 

 

In future months, we will share the results of our discussions that are underway regarding other parts 

of our Grounds infrastructure. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

         February 2015 
    

 

The snow showers of the past few weeks have been under the minimum level for our contractor to 

shovel and plow, though they have applied some salt and ice melt.   

 

The cold temperatures have delayed the beginning of the dormancy pruning of our crabapples.  When 

temperature warm up a little, we will begin a multi-year “rejuvenation” pruning of crabapples in 

about one-half of the village—this year, along Woodcreek Lane, in the middle cul de sac and the 

upper section of Valley Creek Circle.  Next year, we will plan to do this type of pruning in the 

remainder of the village.  

 

Rejuvenation pruning is more aggressive pruning to take out cross branches and sprouts in the center 

and at the top of the tree. There are three important benefits for the tree:   

� It opens up the tree and provides greater air circulation that reduces the risk of disease (like 
fire blight, common in crabapples). 

� It strengthens the basic structure of the tree and promotes it longevity.  
� It enhances the aesthetics of the tree and may encourage better flowering. 

 

As noted in the January report, near the end of March and early April, we will do some clearance 

pruning of a few select large shade trees in defined locations and selectively remove more of our 

diseased trees – this year paper birch infested with borers, one ash tree not treated last year given its 

deteriorating condition and a few more of our Austrian pines suffering from needle cast and other 

diseases.  

 

We bring a multi-faceted recommendation to the Board to finish repaving Woodcreek’s streets in 

June 2015.   Our recommendation includes the parking lots at the tennis courts and clubhouse and 

striping from the entrance to the Valley Creek Circle-Woodcreek Lane intersection.  To protect our 

investment, we are recommending some restrictions on type of vehicles permitted to drive on the new 

pavement during a few day curing period, and foregoing a week of garbage pick-up.  To protect the 

safety of residents and contractors, we reluctantly recommend that Woodcreek install two permanent 

speed bumps in the upper part of the village.  Speed limit signs have seemed to have had limited 

effect.  

 

We continue to move forward on discussions with the City on storm water management issues and 

will prioritize water management projects within Woodcreek once the snow melts and we can better 

assess the potential projects identified last fall. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 

 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

        April 6, 2015 
 

 

Since the last report at the end of February, rejuvenation pruning of flowering crabapple trees was 

completed in one-half of the village by the Carrington arborist.  A volunteer also pruned and did 

some invasive control in the upper part of the village and along the southern boundary where we can 

put wood chips from the large tree removal that begun today. 

 

The snow stakes that are part of the snow removal contract with Carrington were removed, snow 

removal damage assessed and repaired.  The company puts in the stakes to guide their snow crews to 

minimize damage to turf and curb in weather various conditions.  In the spring when we often get a 

large snowfall, they are important because often the turf has begun to thaw and is more easily 

damaged, as was the case with the last snowfall thus far this year.   

 

Carrington’s contract for annual spring clean up will occur this week.  The first of the lawn chemical 

applications to stimulate growth and control weeds is scheduled as well.  Trimming of flowering 

shrubs and conifers will be scheduled after the flowering has occurred normally in May.  Decisions 

on removal and potential replacement of these shrubs occurs after observation of any winter damage 

and their ability to rejuvenate on their own.  Given that our area is about 4 inches short of the average 

moisture level, this is a particularly good time to water shrubs, especially conifers. 

 

Bassett does our large tree work.  They began removal of select diseased and hazardous trees and 

street clearance pruning of a few at major bends and in cul de sacs to protect limbs from damage by 

the garage truck.  The diseased trees we are removing this year include paper birch infected by the 

bronze birch borer, the second ash tree that was not treated given its general condition, and four of 

our large number of Austrian pines, a species highly susceptible to a range of diseases, especially 

needlecast.  The hazardous tree to be removed is a spruce that is leaning over the city sidewalk and 

crowding a healthy red maple.  Stumps will be ground out; in one case, replacement will occur to 

provide screening.  Other decisions will be looked at as part of an overall plan to replace diseased 

trees as financially manageable and to consider the issue by specific areas.   

 

Discussions continue with the City of Middleton Public Lands Director regarding water run-off into 

the Pheasant Branch Conservancy.  Assessment and planning was placed on hold until an updated 

delineation of the wetlands in the area to the north of Woodcreek was completed.  We anticipate that 

we will be meeting with the planning team within the next two weeks.  We will be assessing areas of 

water run-off within Woodcreek and establishing priorities for 2015 work.  We will also bring a 

contract for rain garden assessment and rejuvenation; rain gardens were established in 2005 with 

funding provided by a Dane County grant, their purpose to deter run-off by promoting on site 

infiltration.  And we will bring a contract from PKK Lighting for lighting at the entrance to the lower 

cul de sac.  

 

As was requested, we met with the contractor that completed the three-year project and bring back to 

the Board a recommendation from the committee on the nature of the speed bumps as part of the 

street paving contract for 2015.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

        June 22, 2015 
 

Grounds tasks completed since end of April:  

� Last section of Woodcreek streets and parking lots at tennis court and clubhouse re-

paved and striped by Tri-County Paving; thank you Woodcreek for patience, 

cooperation and community spirit during a challenging time for all 

� Low voltage lamps installed on mailboxes in middle cul de sac 

� Weekly lawn mowing and trimming begun by Carrington crews 

� Second lawn treatment by Carrington crew 

� Ant control application around units by Carrington crew 

� Weed control application by Carrington crew to plant bed around units and common 

element beds  

� Hail railings construction on two exterior steps in common element pathways by Larry 

of Whole House Solutions 

� Two oaks and one hackberry tree planted to replace diseased trees removed in 2014  

� Assessment completed by Neil Diboll of Prairie Nursery of 10-year old rain gardens 

and of possibilities to control water run-off and erosion along southern boundary; 

follow-up by David Rabl of Tranquil Landscaping   

� Begun control of invasive plants in existing rain gardens 

� June pruning of shrubs in unit owner plant beds and common element beds underway 

by Carrington crew  (Note: several high bush cranberry and viburnum shrubs were 

only lightly sheared as rejuvenation pruning will occur in late fall to spur a fuller 

growth in the spring.  More information to follow in subsequent reports.) 

� Some water management projects around units were completed in conjunction with 

Building Committee gutter and downspout changes  

 

Anticipated upcoming activities in late June, July and into August:  

� More collaborative projects with the Building Committee to better manage water and 

snow/ice melt flow and drainage from roof to turf  

� High priority concrete projects – stoops and sidewalks 

� Major water management project to handle water run-off along the southern boundary 

combining hardscape (stone pathways and small check dams of pockets) and rain 

gardens  (More information to follow in subsequent reports.) 

� Continue control of invasive plants in existing rain gardens in preparation for fall 

planting of a few new species  (Note: rain garden rejuvenation is a multi-year process.) 

� Removal of some diseased/damaged shrubs with some replacements balanced with 

replacement of some shrubs heavily damaged in 2012 blizzard and removed but not 

replaced immediately.  (Note: will be in contact with unit owners as project unfolds in 

the coming month or so.) 

� Continue working on possible solutions to water run-off along the northern boundary. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 

 

 

 

 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

         July 27, 2015 
 

 

There is typically a suspension of several landscaping activities in the dry, hot period of mid-summer 

and then activities like pruning and planting occur as we moved into the cooler and moister period of 

early fall.  The committee has not taken vacation, however; they have been busy planning these 

activities.  

 

We anticipate the projects and schedules below to be done to the extent our budget holds: 

� water management project along the southern/southwest boundary in mid-August,  

� shrub removal and some replacement in common areas and boundaries in August and early 

September,  

� existing rain garden rejuvenation – weeding and herbicide treatment – in August and 

September with additional forbs and a few grasses added in spring 2016 

� some tree pruning in September into early October, with the beginning of a new three-year 

large tree pruning contract to begin early next spring 

� deciduous shrub rejuvenation pruning (mainly thinning by removal of the appropriate type of 

cane depending on the species) in September and October and again next year,  

� lawn re-seeding and over-seeding in areas where trees, shrubs and a rain garden have/are 

been/being removed and other areas of thin turf in late August-early September 

� concrete projects for stoops and sidewalks along with water management projects over 

sidewalks 

 

    Over the past several years, the Grounds Committee has reviewed and planned for ways to handle  

    issues associated with an aging physical infrastructure.  Often that means multi-year projects.  As we 

    continue this approach in the preparation of our 2016 budget, these are some of the areas on which we 

    are focused:  

� driveways 

� water management on our boundaries  

� diseased tree removal and some replacement and treatments for those species with 

evidence of diseases (e.g., chlorosis: red maples; borer insects: ash) 

� tree maintenance (see above), shrub rejuvenation (see above) and rain garden 

rejuvenation (see above) and  

� stoop and sidewalk safety issues. 

  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 

 

 

 

 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

         August 24, 2015 
 

 

As outlined in our July report, the Grounds Committee has pursued the high priority projects 

identified in the early July communication from our board president to all unit owners.  This report 

updates the project completions to date and the anticipated schedule for those approved by the board 

and those to be submitted at the August 24
th
 meeting for their approval.  

 

Projects completed in August: 

� The water management project along the southern/southwestern boundary from Highland 

Way to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy was completed in 3 and ½ days the second week 

of August by a Tranquil Landscapes crew.  It included re-shaping a bio-swale, constructing a 

series of infiltration pockets and two low mow fescue basins to capture run-off from roofs 

and other impervious surfaces.  It adds to the water management structures constructed from 

the mid-2000’s to 2014 in this part of the association.  Less than a week later before the 

fescue had probably had sufficient time for germinate, it was tested by the 2 approximately 

2” rainfalls each of which fell in about an hour.  A rainfall of this intensity is very difficult to 

fully contain, but the project helped to prevent significant erosion and performed as planned 

at the entrance of the Conservancy.  A few areas of the fescue will be re-planted next week to 

more likely assure a complete coverage.   

� Friday of the third week of August, a different Tranquil Landscapes crew removed woody 

shrubs like buckthorn and amur maple along with aggressive native species like Canada 

goldenrod from the existing rain gardens, and adjusted the portions of the appropriate prairie 

species as the first of two stages of rain garden renovation.  The process will be repeated in 

Spring, 2016 prior to planting of prairie grasses and forbs that should give the rain garden 

more structure and species diversity.    

       Upcoming projects: 

� The next stage of the water management project is planting tree and shrub screening in areas 

where diseased trees and shrubs were removed.  Tree and shrub planting is tentatively scheduled 

for early September.  Unit owners will be notified of the date when we know it from the 

contractor.   

� About the same time high priority diseased shrub removal and replacements in the common 

elements around units is anticipated to occur.  Again, unit owners will be notified of the date(s) 

as soon as the contractor gives us the anticipated date(s).   

� Clearance pruning, tree removal, one tree replacement and treatment for chlorosis of all red 

maples (now 22 at Woodcreek) is tentatively scheduled for September and into October. 

� Rejuvenation pruning of deciduous shrubs in the common elements (mainly thinning by removal 

of the appropriate type of canes depending on the species) is tentatively scheduled for late 

October.  Beginning with high priority shrubs as many will be pruned as the budget permits.  

� Lawn re-seeding and over-seeding where trees, shrubs and a rain garden have been removed and 

areas of thin turf throughout the association based on a priority scale is anticipated to begin in 

September. 

� The first round of concrete projects for stoops, sidewalk and the clubhouse steps is tentatively 
scheduled for late August to early September.  As the budget permits, we anticipate scheduling 

some medium priority stoops and sidewalks later in the season. 

� High priority projects to take water under the sidewalk are anticipated in the upcoming weeks. 

� In an effort to protect the recent investments in our streets and cul de sac drive lanes over the 

past five to six years, and extend their life, we anticipate scheduling a contractor to do crack 

filling and seal coating of those pavements.    

    



As we prepare for 2016, the Grounds Committee is working on ways to address the following:  

� Driveways 
� Water management along the northern boundary  

� Continued targeted removal of diseased trees and some replacement (e.g., currently, 

Woodcreek has about 35 Austrian pine with advanced needlecast and other diseases 

as well as about 65 Colorado Blue Spruce with needlecast and canker) and are 

scheduled for another treatment to our some 20 remaining ash and remove any that 

have evidence of decline or emerald ash borer   

� Beginning another three-year large tree pruning and thinning project to maintain the 

health and safety of our deciduous tree species some 150 trees in total 

� Continuing shrub and turf rejuvenation, including the possibility of converting more 

shaded areas to low mow fescues  

� The second year of rain garden rejuvenation 
� Continue a multi-year mulching project to address berms, trees and areas of intense 

shade. 

� Manage the basic maintenance tasks like mowing, weeding and snow removal. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 

 

 

 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

         September 28, 2015 
 

This past month we continued to work with contractors on a range of high priority projects. Ones 

completed in September were:  

� The last stage of the water management project along the southern/southwestern boundary 
from Highland Way to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy was planting and mulching a tree 

and shrub screen in areas where diseased trees and shrubs had been removed earlier in the 

season.  Currently, unit owners in the immediate area have been most helpful by watering the 

new plantings as needed.  Note: with the rainfall we have had this summer, we have found it 

is easy to over water potentially resulting in root rot.    

� In early, September Tranquil Landscapes weeded and gave another herbicide treatment to 
contain invasive species in our rain gardens.  In the spring, the process will be repeated prior 

to planting new prairie species, including prairie grasses and forbs that should give the rain 

garden more structure and species diversity.    

� The Carrington landscaping crew removed diseased and dying shrubs from the common 
elements around units and in most cases replacements were planted and mulched.  These unit 

owners have also been very helpful by watering the new plantings. 

� Bassett arborists completed a range of high priority tasks: pruning out diseased branches on 
several crabapples (fungal diseases that need arborists to disinfect tools between cuts to 

curtail spreading the disease), did clearance pruning of some crabapples and a few large 

trees, removed dying maples (the result of girdling resulting from the manner in which the 

trees were planted originally as well as some nutritional deficiency (chlorosis) resulting from 

needing soil amendments to compensate for the alkaline soil found in Woodcreek), and doing 

a soil amendment treatment to address chlorosis in most red maples (for the above reason).  

Note: we anticipate beginning another three-year large tree pruning contract in 2016 that will 

address tree health, tree safety and clearance issues. 

� Fisher Concrete completed projects to repair cracks in concrete stoops and steps.  Note: 
treatment of concrete surface wear is best done in the spring and is so anticipated. 

� Whole House Solutions (Larry) redirected some downspouts to handle water accumulation 

issues on several sidewalks. 

� Cardno (formerly JFNew) began data collection and initial design work for a Dane County 
Urban Water Quality Grant to be submitted in partnership with the City’s Public Lands 

Department.  This work to be done by a hydrologist and an engineer includes presenting the 

details of the proposed project to various City of Middleton committees for their approval as 

well as working on various mandatory permits. 

Projects still to be done this year prior to snow season (we hope) include: 

o Rejuvenation pruning of deciduous shrubs in the common elements (mainly thinning by 

removal of the appropriate type of canes depending on the species), tentatively scheduled for 

late October.  

o Lawn re-seeding and over-seeding throughout the association based on a priority scale is 

anticipated in the next week. 

o Crack filling of joints in the street pavement and drive lanes of cul de sacs scheduled for 

Thursday, October 1
st
. 

o We plan to have a sign up sheet at the annual meeting for those who would like to have ice 

melt available to them prior to be snow season for use on stoops and sidewalks.  We 

anticipate having it available for pick up in the first or second week of November. 

       See August report and the upcoming annual report for projects anticipated for 2016.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair, WCV Grounds Committee 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

         November 16, 2015 
 

 

In October and early November, the following Grounds projects were completed: 

o Fahrner Asphalt Sealers did crack filling of joints in the street pavement and drive lanes of 

cul de sacs.   

o A Carrington crew did rejuvenation pruning of several deciduous shrubs in the common 

areas.  Given the number of such shrubs in Woodcreek’s common areas, budget permitting 

we will continue this process in 2016, and perhaps, 2017.  Rejuvenation pruning is done to 

promote good structure and good shrub health as well as better flowering on that type of 

shrub.  

o A different Carrington crew completed over-seeding throughout Woodcreek addressing all 

areas, including the conversion of one rain garden to traditional turf.  In addition, some 

additional low mow areas were created and two heavily shaded, small areas were seeded with 

a mixture of fescue and traditional grasses as an experiment.   

o A large Carrington crew did the first of two fall clean ups.   

 

Projects to be completed in advance of the major snow season, we hope, include: 

o The final fall clean up that we anticipate will begin this week with the gutter and downspout 

cleaning and follow next week with the clean up of leaves, sticks, etc and a final lawn 

mowing.  All of these dates are weather permitting! 

o In order to have a ground cover for erosion control during the winter months and snow melt, 

the rain gardens will be cut down in the spring prior to the second stage of their rejuvenation 

in May and June; low mow areas will be mowed during the summer dormancy period, as is 

most common, and that pattern is planned to continue in the future.   

o The final contract of the year with Bassett to do some invasive shrub and tree removal to 

permit purchase of bare root shrubs/trees for early spring planting of screening replacements 

and some large tree clearance pruning overlooked previously is anticipated in late November. 

 

Snow season planning is underway.  Please anticipate the following: 

� Snow stakes will be put up in early December.  It is important that unit owners try to 
maintain the snow stakes throughout the snow season – November/December through 

late March or April.  These stakes mark areas of concrete and asphalt, areas that are in 

our interest to protect and their interest not to hit! 

� For those unit owners who have signed up for ice melt, its distribution will be 
Monday, November 23

rd
, 1-3 PM at the Clubhouse garage.  Please bring a 2-3 gallon 

plastic container as we receive the product from the Carrington folks in large bags. 

 

We hope all unit owners will review closely the recent announcements on snow removal and ice melt 

distribution.  If we have a major snow event, especially during the holiday day season, there may be 

other winter-related announcements coming in on your email! 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 

 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Report 

       December 16, 2015 
 

Just before Thanksgiving, the Carrington crews put up the snow markers along curbs and driveways for 

the snow season and the next day the crews clean up our first snowfall.  

 

Bassett arborists removed some invasive species along the southern boundary and finished up some 

pruning.  (One of the most common invasive species along our boundaries is buckthorn – two types 

“common” and “glossy”, in particular. Buckthorn is an allelopathic, non-native shrub/tree that 

eliminates native plant species in part by inhibiting germination of seeds and perhaps serve as a growth 

inhibitor.  The elimination of native trees/shrubs can mean there may be fewer insects that feed on these 

species, and therefore, fewer birds that depend on those insects.  Like other invasive species, the 

buckthorns mentioned above also serve as an alternate host for insects that damage common crops 

grown by our neighboring farmers – the soybean aphid, for example.  Other species might cause a lot of 

concern for homeowners like Woodcreek residents – box elder bugs, for example.)  The removal of 

invasive species is part of an ongoing effort to protect native trees and shrubs and plant new ones to 

screen the areas.    

 

Ice melt was distributed to many of the unit owners who signed up for it.  A reminder: any time the 

Carrington crews plow our streets and shovel our sidewalks they apply ice melt/salt.  We encourage unit 

owners to balance ice melt use for safety reasons with its potential overuse that can deteriorate our 

physical infrastructure and the quality of our nearby lakes.  We also ask unit owners to review recent 

announcements regarding snow removal and the function of the snow markers.     

 

The final fall clean up, including gutter and downspout cleaning, leaf and stick removal and final lawn 

mowing could not be done until the first and second weeks of December.  Again this year, we preserved 

some of our leaves for ground cover on our boundaries and on some areas with large amounts of 

exposed soil.  We will continue to assess this idea and the potential to retain leaves around our large 

trees and in other parts of our common elements as mulch. 

 

For the next two to three months, snow removal is typically the major Grounds Committee activity.  

Dormancy pruning could begin in late February or early March.  By the end of March, we may be able 

to begin some planting of bare root shrubs, and perhaps, tree(s) along the southern boundary to provide 

more screening for units in two areas where invasive species were removed.     

 

In early January, the Grounds Committee will begin planning priority projects anticipated for 2016.  As 

outlined in the 2015 annual report, some of those projects will include:  

o Crack filling, hot patching and seal coating Woodcreek’s driveways. 
o Stage 2 of rain garden rejuvenation and continuation of other water-infiltration projects such as 

cooperation with the City of Middleton in a project to design and construct an alternative method of 

handling run-off from impervious surfaces along our boundary with the Pheasant Branch Conservancy. 

o Continuation of tree and shrub maintenance with a new three-year contract to prune our large 
trees in one-third of Woodcreek and establish a long-term plan to selectively remove and 

replace our diseased Austrian pines, other conifers and deciduous trees.  We plan to treat our 

ash trees and closely monitor our crabapples and paper birch for known diseases. 

 

Good wishes for the holiday season and a Happy New Year!  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Wava Haney, Chair 

WCV Grounds Committee 



Woodcreek Village Grounds Committee Annual Report 

        October 2015 

 
 

The Grounds Committee is responsible for maintaining Woodcreek’s non-building infrastructure, 

including turf, trees, shrubs, streets, driveways, sidewalks, stoops, streetlights, signs, rock walls, 

fences, as a collection of interconnected properties.   

 

With the support of the Woodcreek Board and the Prima Management staff and the contributions and 

cooperation of Woodcreek unit owners and residents, the Woodcreek Grounds Committee and their 

contractors completed several long- and short-term goals in 2015: 

 

� The final stage of re-paving our streets, public parking spaces and cul de sac drive lanes was 
completed by Tri-County Paving and Fahrner Asphalt Sealers filled major cracks in these 

areas to protect the base in an effort to extend the life of the asphalt. 

� A series of stone pockets connected by small stone and low mow fescues waterways to 
increase water-infiltration along Woodcreek’s southern and southwestern boundary was 

completed by Tranquil Landscaping.   Two projects to divert water away from going into unit 

basements were done by Carrington Lawn Care.   

� Neil Diboll of Prairie Nursery assessed our rain gardens and Tranquil Landscaping began 
stage 1 of rain garden rejuvenation; stage 2 to continue in the spring.  One rain garden that 

had been totally taken over with invasive plants was returned to standard turf.  To increase 

water infiltration and stem erosion from run-off during heavy rains and thin turf in shaded 

areas, an area of low mow fescue was extended and three additional small areas were planted.  

� Steven R. Bassett and Carrington Lawn Care crews continued our efforts to address the health 
of our trees and shrubs with appropriate pruning and, following our tree and shrub policy, by 

removing some of our diseased and dying stock.  As budget permitted we replaced some of 

those removed with a more diverse set of trees and shrubs.  Our priorities were foundation 

plantings around units, screening within Woodcreek neighborhoods, with our neighboring 

condo associations and around utility “stations”.   Bacterial and fungal diseases were more 

common this year with the moist conditions early in the season; crabapples were particularly 

affected requiring special pruning and, again this year, removal in some cases.  The soil 

around our red maple trees was amended so this specie has access to basic nutrients and can 

thrive.  Later this fall, rejuvenation pruning of deciduous shrubs will be done; this project 

should strengthen the structure of the shrub and stimulate its growth.  We also plan to 

continue to remove some of the plants in our boundary areas that are on the State’s restricted 

invasive species list, such as common buckthorn and amur honeysuckle.  

� TJ Fisher Concrete repaired areas on stoops and sidewalks that presented potential structural 
integrity and safety issues.  Newman Concrete Lifting did lifting of sidewalks to deal with 

drainage issues during heavy rainfalls and snow and ice melting that create safety issues.  

Larry Houghton of Whole House Solutions completed projects that re-directed water from 

downspouts under sidewalks.   

� PKK Lighting installed lighting over the mailboxes in the lower cul de sac that also provides 
lighting for that general area of Woodcreek.  They also replaced the unit that lights our 

association sign along Highland Way; the older unit had been vandalized.    

 

 

 



Carrington Lawn Care and Whole House Solutions took care of basic maintenance tasks such as lawn 

mowing, trimming, fertilization and weed control; plant bed weed control and pest management 

around units; snow removal; fence repair; new hand railings along wooden stairs and other 

miscellaneous repairs; and spring and fall clean up that involves a number of tasks, such as gutter and 

downspout cleaning, turf aeration, leaf removal from lawn and plant beds, etc. 

 

As our Association ages, so does our grounds infrastructure.  A multi-year, multi-phase approach is 

necessary to handle these issues budgetary.  In building the 2016 proposed Grounds budget, the 

Committee has established some preliminary goals for 2016 and beyond.  These include: 

 

o Crack-filling, hot patching and seal coating Woodcreek’s driveways. 
o Stage 2 of rain garden rejuvenation and continuation of other water-infiltration projects such 

as cooperation with the City of Middleton in a project to design and construct an alternative 

method of handling run-off from impervious surfaces along our northern boundary with the 

Pheasant Branch Conservancy. 

o Continuation of tree and shrub maintenance with a new three-year contract to prune our 
large trees and establish a long-term plan to selectively remove and replace our diseased 

Austrian pines, other conifers and deciduous trees.  We plan to treat our ash trees and closely 

monitor our crabapples and paper birch for known diseases.   

 

Again this year, a dedicated, thoughtful and hard working committee guided the projects completed 

and those being planned.  Special thanks to: 

Mary Brod,  

Alice D’Alessio,  

Dick Miller,  

Ann Peckham,  

Dwayne Rohweder and  

Marie Wunsch. 

 

We are grateful to you for the information you provide, the extra efforts you make and your 

cooperation in response to our requests.  It takes a team to maintain Woodcreek’s grounds! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wava Haney, Chair 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


